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extent definitely propounded in several of his speeches.    On
March n, 1867, in the Parliament convoked to construct
a Constitution for the North German Confederation, he said,
" It cannot have been our purpose to set up a theoretical
ideal of a Federal Constitution, in which German Unity is
to be eternally guaranteed on the one hand, and free elbow-
room is to be ensured  to  every  sort of  particularistic
movement on the other.   We must leave it to the future to
discover such a talisman of wisdom, if any such exist; to
approach the squaring of the circle by a few decimals is not
our present mission.    Prompted by memories of the past,
and by a just appraisement of actualities, we have made a
point of challenging as little as possible those resisting
forces which shattered our previous attempts (at Frankfurt
and  Erfurt)  to  bring   about  German   Unity.    We have
deemed it our duty to be contented with a minimum of
those concessions which particular entities in Germany are
bound to make to the one common entity, if the latter is to
become really animate.    We may bestow or not the name
of a Constitution upon the scheme that has resulted from
our labours; that has nothing to do with the question.    We
believe that if it be distinctly understood that we have
cleared the way for the German people, and have proved
our confidence in the genius of that people, Germany will
be able to attain its ends by following the path we have
traced for it."   Highly characteristic of Prince Bismarck
was the following statement, to which he gave utterance in
the Reichstag on March 10, 1877.    " I believe our Consti-
tution possesses a self-constructive faculty resembling that

to which the English Constitution owes its formation__not

through the setting-up of a theoretical ideal, the realisation
of which is sought to be effected regardless of obstacles, but
through the organic development of that which already